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THANKSGIVING ON THE GREAT WALL: A FAMILY ADVENTURE! 

November 22 – November 29, 2014 

 
Spend Thanksgiving on the Great Wall with International Partnerships in Education (IPIE.US). You asked us to 

design an educational opportunity for teachers, students and their families. We listened and here it is! Join us for 

this exciting educational tour of Guangzhou and Beijing, China.  Program participants will enjoy visits to both a 

Chinese university and a high school, sitting in on classes and meeting local educators and students. Historic 

tour sites include the Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, Summer Palace, and Thanksgiving on the Great Wall! 

 

Day 1 (November 22, 2014) 

Depart New York (JFK) for Guangzhou, China at 11:50 AM 

Day 2 (November 23, 2014) Cross international dateline 

Arrive in Guangzhou, China at 7:15 PM – Transfer to the hotel and rest. 

 

Day 3 (November 24, 2014) B/L/D 

Tour Guangdong University of Foreign Studies (GDUFS) and sit in on a class. 

GDUFS is one of the top ten universities in Guangdong Province. GDUFS has four 

campuses in Guangzhou. We will visit the North (main) campus, located at the foot of 

Biayun Mountain where the air is clean and fresh. If time permits, a South campus 

visit located in University City may also be possible. 

 

In the evening, a cruise along the Pearl River is scheduled. Watch the city come 

alive in a spectacular display of lights and activities. Witness the Canton Tower, 

which briefly held the title of tallest tower in the world before being surpassed by 

the Tokyo Skytree in 2011. It is now the fifth-tallest freestanding structure in the 

world.                  

 

Day 4 (November 25, 2014) B/L/D 

Visit Guangzhou #1 High School and sit in on a class. Based on student test scores, 

Guangzhou #1 High School is consistently ranked as one of best high schools in the 

Province. In 1996, the school was selected to participate in the first high school 

exchange program between Guangdong, China and Pennsylvania, USA. Proudly, 

IPIE.US served as the facilitating organization for that historic partnership program.  

 

Some shopping time has been schedule for this evening. We will visit Beijing Lu 

(Beijing Road). This road is only open to foot traffic. It’s a vibrant and energetic 

place to explore after dark. Remember to bargain hard. The asked-for prices are 

higher than what sellers are willing to accept. Fake items abound here. Don’t 

expect to get a real Rolex or Louis Vuitton for cents on the dollar. 



Day 5 (November 26, 2014) B/L/D 

Departing Guangzhou in the morning our flight arrives in Beijing in time to tour the 

Forbidden City & Tiananmen Square.  The Forbidden City was the Chinese Imperial 

Palace from the Ming Dynasty to the end of the Qing Dynasty. For almost 500 years, 

it served as the home of emperors and their households, as well as the ceremonial and 

political center of Chinese government. Tiananmen Square is a large city square in 

the center of Beijing, named after the Tiananmen gate (Gate of Heavenly Peace) 

located to its North, separating it from the Forbidden City. It has a great cultural significance as it has been the 

site of several important events in Chinese history. 

 

After dinner, an optional (at extra expense) opportunity is available to experience 

the Legend of Kung Fu performance. China has one of the longest histories of 

continuously recorded martial arts tradition of any society in the world. There are 

common themes to the different styles which mimic the movements from animals 

and gather inspiration from various Chinese philosophies, myths and legends. 

 

Day 6 (November 27, 2014) B/L/D 

This year give thanks for your blessings from atop the Great Wall of China. The 

Great Wall is a series of fortification sections made of stone, brick, wood, and other 

materials, generally built to protect the Chinese Empire against invasion. Especially 

famous is the wall section built between 220–206 BC by the first Emperor of China, 

Qin Shi Huang. Little of that wall remains. Since then, the Great Wall has on and off 

again been built, rebuilt, maintained, and enhanced; the majority of the existing wall 

is from the Ming Dynasty. Our hike along the Mutianyu section of the Great Wall affords views of the stone 

structure snaking over precipitous mountain ridges on the horizon. For the more daring visitor, Mutianyu offers 

a toboggan ride to the bottom of the wall. For a fast, fun and daring route to the base, the toboggan ride won’t 

disappoint.  

 

Lunch will be enjoyed at the School House Café, housed in a restored elementary 

school in a village at the foot of the Great Wall. The School House Café serves 

casual, western fare. The rooftop patio is also a relaxing place to enjoy a cup of 

coffee with views of the Great Wall, and the attached glasshouse features unique, 

hand-blown glass and a small, open studio.                                                                                                                      

 

 After lunch it’s off to the Summer Palace. One of the most important figures of the 

19th century in China was the Empress Dowager Ci Xi, who ruled China behind the 

scenes for almost half a century. It was she who built the famous Summer Palace 

and its magnificent gardens to escape the summer heat of Beijing. The Summer 

Palace – first built in 1750, largely destroyed in the war of 1860 and restored on its 

original foundations in 1886 – is a masterpiece of Chinese landscape garden design. 

The natural landscape of hills and open water is combined with artificial features such as pavilions, halls, 

palaces, temples and bridges to form a harmonious ensemble of outstanding aesthetic value. In December 1998, 

UNESCO included the Summer Palace on its World Heritage List.    

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Town_square
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiananmen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbidden_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiananmen_Square#Events


Day 7 (November 28, 2014) B/L/D 

The Temple of Heaven is located in southern Beijing. It was first constructed in 

1420, the 18th year of the reign of Ming emperor Yongle and was extended and 

renovated during the reigns of Ming emperor Jiajing and Qing emperor Qianlong.  

It was the place where the emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties would worship 

the god of heaven and pray for good harvest. Covering an area of 273 hectares, it is 

the largest architectural complex in the world for rituals to pay homage to heaven.  

After New China was founded in 1949, the central government invested large amounts of capital in the 

protection and maintenance of the historical and cultural sites inside the temple. In 1998, the Temple of Heaven 

was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List.  

 

In order to provide you with an authentic Chinese experience when in Beijing, 

schedules permitting, our group will visit one of several family homes in the 

Hutong (traditional alley-ways) area. These families are natives of Beijing and 

are now retired. You'll have the opportunity to interact with them and observe 

their daily life. In fact, each family has a cultural specialty they like to share 

including paper-cutting, Chinese knots and Taiqi among others.  

Try some unusual edibles, if you dare, on Wangfujing Street. It is the busiest street 

in Beijing with over 600,000 people coming and going every day. This famous 

business zone in Beijing houses a wide variety of shops and boutiques where you 

find a variety of everything, some of which are of world-famous brands. Once 

again, bargain freely and beware of counterfeits. If the deal sounds too good to be 

true, it probably is.  

As our time together draws to a close an optional (at extra expense) opportunity 

is available to experience the Peking Opera. With its fascinating and artistic 

accompanying music, singing and costumes, the Beijing Opera is China's 

national opera. Full of Chinese cultural facts, the opera presents the audience 

with an encyclopedia of Chinese culture, as well as unfolding stories, beautiful 

paintings, exquisite costumes, graceful gestures and martial arts.  

Day 8 (November 29, 2014) 

Depart Beijing for New York (JFK) at 9:00 AM 

Arrive in New York (JFK) at 9:20 AM (November 29, 2014) 

 

Program fee: $2,995  

Registration opens: September 1, 2014 

B/L/D = Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner included 

 

For additional information please contact IPIE.US 
 

IPIE.US     Email: info@ipie.us 

296 Carmen Drive     Phone: 610-409-2989 

Collegeville, PA. USA   Website: http://www.ipie.us 

19426-2500  
 

mailto:info@ipie.us
http://www.ipie.us/

